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Successful 4th Annual Public Conference of the European Textile Technology Platform
On April 1-2, 2009 the European Technology Platform for the Future of Textiles and Clothing held its 4th Annual Public Conference in Brussels. More than 220 participants from industry and academia from across Europe as well representatives of the European Commission and international specialised press witnessed an impressive overview of the wide-ranging textile and clothing research and development work supported by EU funding schemes.
As a result of the work of the Technology Platform since its establishment in 2004, now more than 30 collaborative textile research projects are on-going representing a total research funding commitment of around € 220 million of which about € 150 million is contributed by the European Commission through its Research Framework Programmes. These projects range from the development and application of new fibres and textile materials, to innovation in production processes targeting new functionalities, resource-efficiency or radically higher productivity or flexibility. These new materials and processes are combined into prototypes of innovative high added value products for growing markets such as technical, protective, medical or smart textiles. Finally some projects look into the establishment of new organisational concepts and business models across product development, manufacturing and distribution of textiles and clothing.
Looking at the results of some of the more advanced projects such as LEAPFROG, DIGITEX or AVALON, Dick Hendriks chairman of the Governing Council of the Technology Platform said “These developments give us enormously powerful tools into our hands which, given the necessary level of industrial commitment, will change the rules of the game as we know it today, especially in the more conventional clothing and interior textile markets. A quantum leap in automation, highly efficient and flexible functionalisation and customisation in the development and production of textiles and apparel combined with intelligent logistic and service concepts can make Europe regain its global leadership. It can reverse the current commoditisation trends which clog our supply chains and distribution systems with cheap and often ultimately unwanted products with a doubtful environmental and social profile.”
Referring to the welcome image change such developments will bring, Euratex President Dr. Peter Pfneisl remarked in his opening keynote “I would urge you all to make these encouraging developments much more widely known. After all, if the textile and apparel industry does not trumpet its own success stories, no one else will do it for us.”

Representatives of the European Commission and the European Investment Bank assured the audience that both institutions are more than willing to make significant funding opportunities available to our industry over the coming years, also as part of the Commission’s economic recovery package announced in November 2008, provided the sector will continue to propose technologically sound and economically convincing research and innovation projects. The European Technology Platform will make sure that the strategic research priorities of the European textile and apparel industry are further updated, fine-tuned and appropriately communicated to potential funding providers.
At the TechTextil trade fair on 16th June in Frankfurt, Germany, the Technology Platform will stage another public event which will specifically focus on the results of technical textile research projects and upcoming EU funding opportunities in this field.

More information about this event and the activities of the European Technology Platform is available at www.textile-platform.eu 
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